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Here’s to lullabies that work.
And a team of experts for everything else.

Visit ctmc.org to learn more about our complete network of care.
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A PEEK INSIDE
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Cassidy Heineman a junior at WHS and 9-week-old Zest beginning his training as a service dog.

Tensions high at sewer system public hearing

Sales tax downturn 
after solid month

Flu shots advised 
before cases spikeFFA helps train service dogs

Tensions were high as 
the Wimberley City Council 
got an ear full from the pub-
lic on the change in scope to 
have the sewage from a pro-
posed wastewater system 
treated by Aqua Texas.

The decision to stop 
building a city-owned treat-
ment facility is not new – as 
the council voted in Au-
gust of 2018 to cancel the 
contract – but nearly five 
months later, this public 
hearing was the first oppor-
tunity for many in the com-
munity to voice their opin-

ion on the subject.
“How many times do we 

have to stand up here and 
say the same things over 
and over,” Martha Knies 
said. “We do not want Aqua 
Texas managing our sys-
tem, and we want water for 
Blue Hole.”

Mayor Susan Jaggers 
spoke for the first 45 min-
utes of the public hearing 
that was scheduled for two 
hours showing her com-
parison of the Aqua Texas 
treatment plan to the city-
owned treatment plant. She 
stated that she believes the 
plan is more environmen-
tally friendly and economi-

cally viable.
Many in the crowd dis-

agreed. 
“I am strongly opposed 

to the project changes and 
believe the original plan 
was much more advanta-
geous to the citizens and 
the environment,” Susan 
White said. 

About 90 people signed 
up to speak, due to time 
constraints only about 25 
were able to speak.  Some 
spoke in favor of the proj-
ect.

“There have been serious 
and widespread objections 
to wastewater discharge 
permits throughout the Hill 

Country,” Gail Pigg said 
noting local objections to 
permits in Blanco, Dripping 
Springs and elsewhere. “We 
have to be consistent. We 
can’t want no discharge ev-
erywhere else and then be 
presented with a chance for 
no discharge and not sup-
port it.”

Not all speakers were 
against the change towards 
Aqua Texas, but the an-
ger stirred up by the selec-
tion process for speakers 
showed how much many in 
the public distrust the city 
government.

Councilmember Alli-
son Davis lodged a com-

plaint during the meeting 
that speakers were not 
being taken in the order 
they signed up. Yells from 
the crowd accused Coun-
cilmember Gary Barchfeld 
of picking public speakers 
that spoke in favor of Aqua 
Texas instead of accurately 
representing the views of 
the crowd.

“I would like to register 
my outrage with the way 
this public hearing has been 
conducted,” Jo Catherine 
Quinn said. “It is an affront 
to the citizens of Wimber-
ley.”

Barchfeld attempted to 

Sales tax allocations for 
the city of Wimberley were 
down this month, although 
that may have been predict-
able given the nature of last 
month’s large increase.

The January payment, 
representing one percent of 
sales made within the city 
of Wimberley during the 
month of November, was 
down 12.22 percent com-
pared to the same month 
the previous year. The city 
received $60,737.08 this 
period.

Last month, Wimberley 
saw a 40 percent increase 
compared to the same 
month in the previous year 
but much of that increase 
was due to businesses pay-

ing their expected sales tax 
early. In fact, the drop for 
January sales tax alloca-
tions is a little over $10,500. 
The future payments made 
in the previous month to-
taled about $12,500.

It is not possible to 
make an exact correlation 
between the two months 
because the information 
given by the state comptrol-
ler does not go into busi-
ness-specific detail, but a 
cursory overview appears to 
show that sales within the 
city limits held steady for 
the month of November in 
2018 compared to Novem-
ber 2017.

That assertion is held up 
by the fact that the sales 
tax allocations for last 12 
months in Wimberley are 

If you haven’t yet, it’s 
time to get a flu shot.

In the last two months 
of 2018, 855 Hays County 
residents tested positive 
for influenza, according to 
Eric Schneider, the county’s 
epidemiologist. That com-
pares to 816 in the last two 
months of 2017.

However, Schneider 
pointed out, last January 
there was an “immense 
jump” in positive flu tests 
to 1,618. It’s unknown if 
that will recur this year but 
Schneider said the season 
is “definitely in full swing” 

here.
“We are mainly seeing a 

strain of Flu A, which was 
included in this year’s flu 
shot,” he said. “However, 
just because a person re-
ceived their flu shot does 
not mean they cannot con-
tract the flu.”

Schneider said the same 
old common sense pre-
cautions continue to ap-
ply. “I am encouraging ev-
eryone to routinely wash 
their hands with soap and 
water, cover their sneezes, 
and most importantly, stay 
home when they are feeling 
symptoms of the flu. Going 

Six area FFA members 
are raising and training 
puppies to be more than 
just a household pet. Much, 
much, more. The Dripping 
Springs and Wimberley 
high schoolers are to raise 
the puppies until the they 
are ready for their next, 
more advanced training in 
the pups’ quests to be su-
perheroes.

The puppies are in train-
ing to be service dogs, but 
not just any service dog, 
ones that are able to detect 
when a type 1 diabetics will 
have an emergency. At the 

end of the training that is 
when they become Diabet-
ic Alert dogs, superheroes 
saving lives. 

The organization Free-
dom Canines is a non-prof-
it formed in 2015 by Todd 
and Becky Kier who are 
responsible for overseeing 
the puppies and their new 
handlers. When the pups 
are fully trained, they’ll be 
able to detect a diabetic 
attack or blood sugar issue 
that can happen to their 
masters.

“The dog would be able 
to sense an attack and wake 
people up when they are 
sleeping or when they are 
going to drive a car and 

warn of a dangerous situ-
ation,” Becky Kier of Free-
dom Canines said.

The students will handle 
the first part of the pups’ 
training, socialization and 
getting the them to bond 
with one person. The dogs 
will attend high school 
classes with the kids and 
learn how to react in dif-
ferent social situations, in-
cluding a high school class-
room with a lot of people 
while bonding with their 
trainers.

The nine-week-old pups 
are all siblings and with 
names starting with Z. 
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ALICE LEBKUECHER
713.253.1311
aliceinwimberley@gmail.com 

New Construction 3/2.5 with 2 car garage. Home backs to 
a greenbelt and offers views of the hill and meadow. Located 
in Oak Orchard Enclave a gated community. Home will offer 
an open concept floor plan; wood flooring in living areas 
& master; 13’ ceiling in living & vaulted ceiling in master. 
Kitchen features quartz counter tops, custom cabinets, 
propane cooktop & walk-in pantry. Exterior will be stone and 
Hardie Board; faux wood double garage door.  $440,000

153 TULLEY CT

MICKEY BROWN
512.468.4509
mickey@mickeybrownrealtor.com

6028 MUSTANG VALLEY TRL

Beautiful 6.54 acre lake lot in Mustang Valley. This lot is 
located on the small lake above the larger lake but also has 
access to the larger lake. Lot improvements include entry 
gate, caliche drive into lot, well, aerobic septic system, metal 
storage building and underground electrical. Also included is 
a dock, which is great for fishing and swimming. Property is
partially cleared and ready for your new home. $450,000

DEBBIE DONALDSON
512.665.9588
debbie.donaldson79@gmail.com

000 Joe Wimberley Blvd  Great opportunity to own a 1.169 ac 
commercial property with awesome views in the heart of Wimberley. 
The pictures in the listing speak volumes and the virtual tour reveals 
a rare opportunity to locate your business in a place of convenience 
and beauty. Zoned C-1. Aqua Texas for waste water and Wimberley 
Water Supply Corp can be tapped for this property if needed for 
your project. This location offers incredible potential with Wells Fargo, 
Exxon, Dairy Queen, The Post Office as neighbors. $325,000

000 JOE WIMBERLEY BLVD  

This home is an awesome gathering place for family and 
friends with 2 living areas, spacious kitchen, 4 bedrooms and 
3 baths. With extra green space on 2 sides and a fenced 
yard. Two blocks from Blanco Vista Elementary and near the 
neighborhood pool and play area. Nearby are miles of hike 
and bike trails, the Soccer complex, Five Mile Dam and the 
Blanco River. Quick and easy access to I-35.   $277,900

130 SPLIT RAIL DR - SAN MARCOS

JIM  DONALDSON
830.857.3371
jim.donaldson78@gmail.com

Service Dogs...
Their mother is Shine, a 
two–year-old retriever, 
who is a part of the foun-
dation.  

“The impact of these 
pups is to empower peo-
ple , both the kids and cli-
ents, which will lead to a 
better quality of life (for 
the clients) and it is a real 
life learning project for the 
kids,” Becky said.

Freedom Canines still 
needs volunteers in Drip-
ping Springs and Wimber-
ley. For more information 
or to volunteer, please call 
(512) 648-1027 

(From Page 1)

Wimberley FFA Advisor Tiffany Black holds Zeal.

Dripping Springs Graemsen Bauld and pup Zen. Wimberley Advisor Jason Geisen holds Zuzay.

Zane Shuebroek and Zing before he donned his superhero cape. KXAN was there to film the pups while they go through their first training lessons,
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